
Dear Holy People of God, 
 
The Four Feasts of the Holy Season of Christmas  
 
Warm greetings in Christ Jesus. The Holy Season of Christmas has seen us celebrate four important 
realities of our Christian tradition: 
 
Firstly, the birth of Jesus Christ, God's Son, on Christmas Day. The celebration of Christmas reminds us 
that God is not distant from us, that God has entered human history, that God is no stranger to the 
realities of human life. After the birth of Jesus, time is now redemption time. God is saving us daily, in 
Jesus Christ. The whole life of Christ is about God saving the world (John 3:16 - 17). When we open our 
hearts to the words of Christ as recorded in the four gospels and in the New Testament; when we open 
ourselves to the power of Christ as made present in the sacraments; when we open ourselves to the 
mutual love that Christ commanded, then we experience Christ's saving power - salvation happens.  
 
Secondly, the celebration of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, reminds us of three realities: 
Firstly, that for the Christian, God is a family, a community, of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and that it is 
from this community of Divine Persons that the community life of family life must be modeled, for the 
Christian. Such is the case, because the center of the life of the Holy Trinity is love: the Father loves the 
Son; the Son loves the Father; and the bond between the Father and the Son is the Holy Spirit.  
In the second place, the celebration of the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph likewise 
reminds us of the importance of our own natural or biological families, and that the history of the world, 
as St. John Paul II used to say, passes through the family. Our natural or biological families, imperfect as 
they might be - and all families have their own challenges - is the place where love is nurtured, where 
we grow up protected, where the love of the father and the mother provides care for the children, and 
where we learn tolerance, forgiveness and love. 
 
Thirdly, the feast of the Holy Family reminds us of our supernatural family of the Church, where we 
enter into the life of grace through the door of baptism, are nourished and sustained by the Eucharist, 
Confession, Confirmation, and in the marital love between husband and wife, male and female, we 
mirror the love that Christ has for the Church. In the priesthood, a man receives the grace of serving the 
Church in the name of Christ. In the anointing of the sick, the Church prays for the healing of the sick 
and commends their suffering to Christ, for the good of the Church. The feast of the Holy Family, 
therefore, reminds us that we have to love the supernatural family Church just as we love our natural 
families. As the Church Fathers used to say, a Christian possesses the Holy Spirit to the degree of love 
that the Christian has for the Church. In spite of the imperfections of the Church, in spite of the sin 
present in the Church, let us continue to love and support our Church, for without the Church, the 
gospel of Jesus Christ will not be proclaimed in the world, and the sacraments will not be celebrated, for 
the spiritual good of the world. Let us remember that whenever we give our time, talent, and treasure 
to the supernatural family of the Church, we are giving it to Christ.  
 
Thirdly, the celebration of the Feast of the Epiphany in which the Wise Men from the East encountered 
the Baby Jesus, reminds us that God's intention is to save all peoples, and that Christianity is first of all 
not a set of laws to be observed, but an encounter with Jesus, a relationship in which, like the Magi from 
the East, we worship the Lord, we go on our knees. If we can kneel before the Lord, we can stand before 
any human being. The Magi likewise remind us that this relationship with the Lord demands and must 
bring about a new kind of life, a different kind of life. That is the symbolism of the Magi returning to 
their country by another route. The GPS rerouted them through another exit. To be in a relationship 



with Christ means to live a new life, a different life from the world. A Christian cannot conform to the 
standards of the world, of the present age. A strong temptation today is for the Christian to be like 
others, to be accepted by the world. But it is important to always remind, that as Christians, we are 
called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matthew 5:13 - 16).  
 
Finally, the celebration of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord reminds us of two essential spiritual 
truths: firstly, that Jesus has really taken on him our human condition, he has taken upon himself the 
sins of the world (John 1:36). Jesus is baptized, not because he has any sins, but precisely because his 
baptism is an indicator that he has taken upon himself the sins of the world, he has become sin for our 
sake, he, the sinless one who knew no sin. This is a reminder that God takes sin seriously, that sin cost 
his only begotten Son. In addition, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord begs the question: Dear Holy 
People of God of Ste. Anne's, what have we done with our own baptism?  
 
As we begin Ordinary Time, we have the opportunity to live out our own baptism, to live out the grace 
of the sacrament that made us children of God, brothers and sisters of Christ. Let us remember that we 
are missionary disciples during this Ordinary Time.  
 
In Jesus and Mary, Fr. Maurice Agbaw-Ebai  

 


